Nature Kids: Fall Flower Search

Zwen tnugh wa clten Lhirk of spring of sumner as the time for!
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levwee s, Ve are a 1ot of fall Fowe s, ton.
Check out the tail Howers i Russ Pirman Pars, of yous own ack yaod,

wWhich colors are Ere most cammon?
Which Morssci

i

qavs b st inserss on tharn?
What kinds ol inaecls can yotind?

o tne cnart b o help o Keep rack.

. £ . Inszct and Other Animal Finde:
Flawveer oweer

Hirw rrany imsects ar oiher antmals did you find visidag this flowerd
wira iz el name it Color Cenoyad name Them? foee, s, iun edlies maths, estles, oy sicess, orcther?
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Check nul the Teacher's Corner for information about goldenrod.
| i3aldenrod s one o® the prettiest fall Mewers that atrracts a lot otinsects
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Teacher's Corner: The Goldenrod i o M

Th= gzlosrrod is a wellow Mo g olat i Lo Fanely Asocreceae roaled was st The yeliowe Blossoms of
qoidarirned sat off the hronses, russets, oranges and purples ot the ather fall praivie dowers,

Gulderrod ol guels mislekenly Slarmed Tor e agoric: of guy Toee sulloroe

s,
i aLzumn. Itizlooms at the sanse time as rageeeed CAmErosia spulowhich is the I.,;;L_‘}“:'
1eal cilaril, Bawaead s polbnaed Dy theelind, Using tihe wind o f2-tilize flovweers iz a A

very chanoy lusiness. Sy by relzasing illons ot pallen graing into the wind can 2 mala
flowe=: znsura that some will fid t1eir way to the ferals lower ol analber fagwaesd
piary and produce seeds, Bocanse T 5 netpollinazes by Insects ragweed dogsn't
rieedl attractive or scentad flowers. Thew are an inconspriounus grasn cofos. Peopla
sulurdmg from allergids in Seplember lock For 2 flewer wo Blare and goldannos

0=t the rap kecause it is so vizible. The pallen grains of geldenred, like cllwer -+
inscc-poiirated flowers, are comparatively tat a1d sticky so than they will siick 1
wisilivg irsac s ane be casried Lo arolier Tevear [ crder fora parson 12 o affected
by gaidertod gollen, hedssho would faye to stick thair nose richt inte tha Qowear josl
like & hee!

st gkt eva sy naech witl anicienest in floveers may By found on geldenrod Jj?}
inacnn, The predaters of those insects will ba fourd thoers, oo, Whael

Fragzn s Menever coaia spaiers, inpardealan Free Lo Lay inowait for prey on galdenrod
clusters. Thavisitng insects wi | ofier wsa the aoasion to get acgJainted with each

nrhar ane bresao.
% Evir a casual absepecr will notics swollan lumps 2o the slares of goldenmeds, Sonie will e rosnd
sf a1zl othas will oe fzothallskaped. These zre called galls anc thay re the ormes of one of twc
H

elifferant Tyoes 0F inseots that &% Sarsites on e goldenrod, Call-making insects may ba found
o1 3 wide vasiely of plants, bul ach species of insect is spverific 10w givem spocios of plant ane
Wi gpabls v s characteristic and recognizabie shape and 1ocatior, The irsact [arei raceves
srotection from most mradalors By lving in the gall ans 3 uses the inside of the gull for food.
Hovwewer thore ave parasitoid wasps that cen find thase galls amd lay eggs in the insect afzer
penatrating the bals wWocspeckers have also learned 1o btast opsn the gall snd 2a1 thewasgy
imfested irsect holes apin the cencer

Ooldentod is 250 wied 35 a fond wlant by the lareae of 20 or more :moth ard butto-fly spocies.

Clock ous Mature Kids for an zctiviny that will have yvou oul leo<irg for |
aoidenrods and o her fal flowers and the insects that wisir tnein, i
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