Teacher’s Corner: Winter Birds

.By farpnd Motone, Oirecinr

Whila more norihern parts of the continencare limited in the speclas of airds avallabla - = Mpeitcan Robl
for view ng daring Lhe winter ronths| [euston hoses 2 widz warlaty of winter avian 8 1::_
residdents = (rom reblns and goldfinches that flhy south (o Houston) for e arinlar, Lo \*%ﬁ?ﬂ
wirens, lilue |ays, chickadaes, and careifiuds, wiin are wizh os year-round. m@,ﬁ Tl

A

Y '-u J&-}’)’l ﬁ?;"' Wigilar can b o woedarfil spaser to pegin conducting bird investlgalions because
w“‘“‘é yaur subjects will literaily come te you if you set cub a fead e or twa, Avariety of Facls
}é%‘ wil| atkract avariezy of birds: pine cones stuffed with suet or peanut bultar with com-
|' #hy  ma=al and rolled In bird seed; sunflover seeds on a Tay; sugar satur I 2 Fmimingkelrd
foedor, etc.

I-m brest viendng, sotup wour foeders within sig hr af & winduw [T possiale, This can wiork repecially well for &
classroom if you have a wil af windews, The sludenls ean see the blrds at the feeders and record their abeerya-
tions wizhout scaring the blrds sway Alternathvely, smiall granps or Individual students can record leecer activity
irs & class lag througbout the day, B windmw watching s not praciical, set up your leedens o places that <an be
easfly observed lrom a shorl dislabce oway,

B rod fooders cor alse provide & good oppoionlty for igaralng touse binoolas You ard your childich or
students can gractice with real binoculars o with homoinade witet paer tube versions.

Lok at 3 feeder, While keeping your eyes on the feeder [Ift tha hineculars ta your eyes vrd lock & the feeder
through the lenses, Note: | 15 varder tham it sounds, We tend Lo look devn at the binaculars oz we |t them L to
oui gyes, Do be discouraged i5 il doecsi'l wionis Bhe flrst thne,

el your feader(sh dp allcasl o few duys before you want to begin observations, When yonr feedens) 2egin
attracting Lirds youw and your studants can begin meklng arnd recording ahsarations, Thﬂ}" can b irformal or
sirus e depending oh U age snd experlence of your gro.ip, You can begin with basic abservatlons of calar,
size, and foed chnice,ann’ arogress te pehaviors, mare detalled abservations, and idendflzation,

Some questions you can poge 1oy shudents as they watch a group of l.\lrc'i fesding:

= What color are the birds?

v Do they cul loguthier of digse each othear sway?

v Do they chase ather hivds zway o get chased away 3y other birds?

» Whal du the birds do whan thay arzat eating? .-_ﬁr'“dx_ ! in"“
o do the kirds cat?
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‘\; -:,;- o Do theytake areseed ata thra of mane? "113?* . ﬂﬁi \Q\\;
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T“"' Cardlimals

Carcfing -,I
Chithatlee
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E{é AR Do vhey eat at 1 feeder or on the ground?
o Arethey messy or neat eaers?

YLl c2n alr.u irvite yaur students o daoe s picure of one af the Blrds you see at e foeder,
¥ou can bse a childien’s biqd flald gulee ta ldebtify the birds wou ses,
Trau can make charts and graphs of the data you colleel,

We liose thiat yod and yeur young ornizhelonists snjoy waur bird investlgations, When sprirg migrations begin,
o will e raady £ enjoy watching e rmilgrants nroving up frarm So.uth dmerlca as Uiey pays Whrowg lolston.
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Ewe the Mature Kids page for sorre easy-ta-make birg feeders. |
_




Mature Kids: Winter Bird Feeders

M=t afus are famifiar with plioe conz birdg foeders filled with peanut butters o sust and relled In soeds
Theny aten'l the anly weay Lo attract our witeker friends. Ty somme of these ideas and seo who comes to murch!]

Fruit Garand

Sleitug atledd and for Tresgh Tt on a string dsing a darnibig needlo [thﬂ}l’ have roundad points) You

I LS Oianges, ralsiies, ather drled frul, oven beeied squares, Tre the ends togethor and drspe It iy
frorm a tree, j IHIII
' A
Suct Cookio: ’ 1\1/7 [ I |
1. Meltsome beel suet (tha hard Fat).Ramov Mrofn heal and pourin some ; ;::i[lundg |I l |

seeds. Wik [N the sceds uslrg a wooden spoon or spatula, (Hove san ool help

with this tr he safe

2. While the stiet mix is cooling,lay a sheet of was papsy on s coakle sheet,

Sut sovoral cookie cUERRE ot the wan papor Pour the coafing suet mixin the

cockie cutters, Stick a voothpick through the suet near t1e top of the cockic,

F. Pur the tray inbe the relrlgeratar er freszer to harden the sust After it e .

{ardens, remove the coskio cutter and tosthpick, Tie a loap of siring 27 e \\_h
. . " Suet Eg;_{-

through the hole and Fang from a favorit= tee ar bush. (these work i -

Conhlas
hesrin coald wianther wha the suat wili stay fliam

1 {'.
Bird Pudding J‘JJ\@

Put some seeds, peranats, natmeal aod bresd crams ina _E:lﬂf\\_._h_; ﬂ__?, .
kavdl, Pour surie melted suet nto the bowl, (MNote:the ezact i s
prosortions are net inaportart), Stic the milkure and let set, ""Il:l ;
Turr the milx out orlo 2 plate, fill & half coconot shell ar | Zird
arppty cap and hang fean atree ar bush, [,. Pudding
/)

. - . !
Wken vou have put your feeders Inplaces where you mivn watcle e, get 3 v guide )’ |/J \,IT i
and kinoculars [if yaw kave Lhern) amd get set for seame bire watching, d
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( Soe the Teacher's Corner tor things ta loak fur //. 'l,lf l\L..-'
i as you watch brds at you: feroers. - [
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